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SUBJ: DUTCH AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON BENIN-NETHERLANDS RELATIONS 

1. DURING FAREWELL CALL MAY 18 NETHERLANDS AMBASSADOR VAN 
AGT, RESIDENT IN ABIDJAN, NOTED THAT BILATERAL RELATIONS BET- 
WEEN BENIN AND NETHERLANDS HAD IMPROVED IN THE PAST TWO YEARS. 
THE DUTCH FEEL THAT BENIN IS MAKING A GENUINE EFEORT TO PROMOTE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ESPECIALLY IN TERMS OF HELPING THE 
RURAL POOR. THE NETHERLANDS HAS SIGNED A TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT WHICH WILL PROVIDE SIX MILLION CFA (APPROXIMATELY 
TWO-AND-ONE-HALF MILLION DOLLARS) ANNUALLY FOR THE FORSEEABLE 
FUTURE. 

2. AMBASSADOR VAN AGT SAID ONE OE THE PRINCIPLE REASONS EOR 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE RELATIONSHIP WAS BENIN'S WILLINGNESS TO 
COOPERATE IN CONTROLLING THE SOUTH MOLUCCANS. SINCE BENIN IS 
ONE OF THE FEW COUNTRIES THAT HAS RESIDENT SOUTH MOLUCCAN 
REPRESENTATIVES, IT IS IN A POSITION TO EXERCISE A MODERATING 
INFLUENCE. THUS IT IS TO THE NETHERLANDS' ADVANTAGE TO PROVIDE 
SUEFICIENT ASSISTANCE TO KEEP BENIN CONVINCED OE GENUINE DUTCH 
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INTEREST IN THE COUNTRY. 

3. VAN AGT SAID HE WAS IN COTONOU TO ACCOMPANY THE DIRECTOR 
OF MIDDLE EASTERN AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS FROM THE DUTCH MINISTRY 
OF COOPERATION WHO WILL BE ARRIVING IN COTONOU MAY 18. DURING 
BENIN FOREIGN MINISTER ALLADAYE'S VISIT TO THE HAGUE IN OC- 
TOBER 1977, HE INVITED THE DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTER TO COME TO 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

COTONOU. THE DUTCH FELT THAT SUCH HIGH-LEVEL VISIT WAS UNWARR- 
ANTED AND, CONSEQUENTLY, ARE KEEPING CONTRACTS TO THE DIREC- 
TOR-GENERAL LEVEL. AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT THE LEADER OF THE SOUTH 
MOLUCCAN SIW ALIMA LIBERATION FRONT, "GENERAL" TAMAELA, IS A 
FORMER SARGEANT PAY MASTER IN THE DUTCH COLONIAL SERVICE. 

IRONICALLY THE COOPERATION MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVE VISITING 
BENIN HAD IN EARLIER DAYS RECEIVED HIS PAY CHECK FROM SGT. 

TAMAELA. THE LEGACY OF COLONIALISM IS LONG. THOMPSON 
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